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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1633

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By House Conmittee on Education (originally sponsored by
Representatives Talcott, Hunt er, Priest, Anderson, Tom Hai gh,
Curtis, Buri, MDonald, Serben, N xon, Quall, Cox, Schual-Berke,

Rodne, Shabro, Hi nkle, Al exander, Wods, M/loscia, Haler, Arnmstrong,
Hol mgui st, Ski nner and C i bborn)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 18/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to digital learning prograns; and adding a new
section to chapter 28A 150 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 150
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds that digital |earning courses and
prograns can provide students with opportunities to study subjects that
may not otherwi se be available within the students' schools, school
districts, or conmunities. These courses can also neet the
i nstructional needs of students who have scheduling conflicts, students
who learn best from technol ogy-based instructional nethods, and
students who have a need to enroll in schools on a part-tine basis.
Digital learning courses can also neet the needs of students and
fam lies seeking nontraditional |earning environments. The |egislature
further finds that the state rules used by school districts to support
sone digital l|earning courses were adopted before these types of
courses were created, so the rules are not well-suited to the delivery
of online instruction. As a result, at |east one school district has
received an audit exception for the way the district operated and
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accounted for its digital |earning courses. It is the intent of the
| egislature to clarify the requirements for digital |earning courses
and to give school districts and the auditors a common set of
guidelines for their delivery and fundi ng.

(2) The board of directors of a school district may operate digital
| earning prograns for eligible full-time students, or eligible part-
time students who neet the provisions of RCW28A. 150.350. The board of
directors may al so provide such prograns through contract to the extent
permtted under RCW 28A. 150.305. The board of directors of a schoo
district claimng state funding for digital |earning prograns shall:

(a) Adopt and periodically review witten policies for such
pr ogr amns;

(b) Formally approve prograns that rely primarily on digital
curricul um

(c) Require that individual courses offered primarily through
digital curriculum be approved by a designated school district
of ficial;

(d) Receive an annual report on its digital l[earning prograns from
its staff. The report should include, at a mninmum information
included in guidelines provided by the superintendent of public
i nstruction;

(e) Institute reliable nmethods to verify a student is doing his or
her own worKk. The nethods may include proctored exam nations or
projects, including the use of web canms or other technol ogies.
"Proctored” neans directly nonitored by an adult authorized by the
school district;

(f) Gant credit to a student who successfully denonstrates,
t hrough exam nation, project conpletion, or other performnce-based
met hods instead of counting contact hours, that the student has
successfully conpl eted a course;

(g) Conplete any program evaluation requirenment adopted by the
superintendent of public instruction under subsection (5)(d) of this
section;

(h) Report annually to the superintendent of public instruction on
the nunber of its digital |earning prograns and courses and the nunber
of students enrolled in the prograns or courses;

(i) Define a full-time equival ent student under RCW 28A. 150. 260 and
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a part-time student under RCW 28A. 150. 350 based upon the district's
esti mated average weekly hours; and

(j) Periodically conplete a self-evaluation conponent designed to
objectively neasure the effectiveness of the prograns, including the
i npact of the courses on student |earning and achi evenent.

(3) Digital learning courses nust provide each student wth:

(a) Direct personal contact with certificated staff designated by
either the school district or by the contractor with the approval of
the school district. Direct personal contact is for the purposes of
i nstruction, assignnment review, testing, eval uation of student
progress, or other learning activities. Direct personal contact my
include the use of telephone, e-mail, instant nessaging, interactive
conputer, or interactive video comrunication;

(b) A description of course objectives nonitored by certificated
staff, including information on the requirenents a student nust neet to
successfully conpl ete the prograns or courses;

(c) Information on the ways the courses or prograns neet the schoo
district's learning goals and, for high school courses, whether and how
the courses neet state and district graduation requirenents; and

(d) An assessnent of each student's progress at |east annually
using, for full-tinme students, the state assessnent for the student's
grade level and any other annual assessnent required by the school
district. Part-tinme students shall also be assessed at |east annually.
Part-tinme students who are either receiving honme-based instruction
under chapter 28A. 200 RCW or who are enrolled in an approved private
school under chapter 28A. 195 RCWare not required to participate in the
state assessnents required under chapter 28A 655 RCW

(4) A school district that provides one or nore digital courses to
a student who is receiving home-based instruction under chapter 28A. 200
RCW shal | provide the parent or guardian of the student, prior to the
student's enrollnment, with a description of any difference between
hone- based education and the enroll nent option selected by the student.
The parent or guardian shall sign docunentation attesting to his or her
under standi ng of the difference and the docunentation shall be retained
by the district and made avail able for audit.

(5) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
adopt rules for the inplenmentation of this section, including program
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i npl ement ati on standards and enrol | mrent docunentati on and reporting as
fol |l ows:

(a) Each school district shall receive apportionnent generated in
accordance wth this <chapter based wupon the student full-tine
equi val ent enrollnment reported for this program

(b) For funding purposes, enrollnment shall be determ ned based upon
the learning activities specified in the digital course objectives,
i ncluding the estinmated average weekly hours spent by each i ndividual
student participating in a digital program and

(c) Enrollnment of part-time students shall be subject to the
provi sions of RCW 28A. 150. 350, and shall generate the pro rata share of
full-time funding.

~-- END ---
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